Neuropathology case (RL Hamilton)

Children’s Hospital Friday 8 AM conference
2 day old girl with cervical mass.
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Describe MRI findings

Describe the H&E

What special stains do you need to order

Answer:

The MRI shows a cervical meningocele or meningomyelocele.

H&E shows skin with leptomeninges but no obvious glial tissue.

A GFAP is negative.

FINAL DIAGNOSIS:  CERVICAL MENINGOCELE

Simple meningoceles are a less frequent form of dysraphism than other spina bifida

lesions, and this type of meningocele tends to be associated with other spinal and cranial anomalies. Multiple abnormalities have been detected radiographically and during surgery in patients with spinal dysraphism. These problems include hydrocephalus, Chiari malformations, hydromyelia, diastematomyelia, lipomeningomyeloceles, thickened filum terminale, Klippel-Feil syndrome, and thoracic hemivertebra (1).

Cervical meningoceles and myelomeningoceles account for only 3.9% to 8% of spina bifida cystica lesions (1)
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