Neuropathology Case

Children’s Hospital Conference

Friday February 25, 2011

A 20 year old male was admitted with several days to weeks of diffuse lower abdominal pain, dizziness and a 50 pound weight loss over an uncertain period of time. Shortly after admission, he started to complain of chest tightness and dyspnea and experienced episodes of supraventricular tachycardia, ST depression over precordial leads on EKG and a rise in troponin levels. The patient also exhibited deteriorating levels of consciousness and diffuse, generalized slowing on EEG. Despite multimodal therapy, the patient’s neurologic condition did not improve. He died ~2 weeks after admission following withdrawal of care.
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H&E: PHA09-178 2E (Metab.4A) and PHA09-178 2G (Metab.4B)

GFAP PHA09-178 2E (Metab.4C)

Diagnosis?

Underlying cause?

Final diagnosis:
WERNICKE’S ENCEPHALOPATHY, presumably due to a nutritional thiamine deficiency 
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